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THE  GREATEST  CANADIAN 

(Copyright  by  Moiie»  B.  Cotiuorth  of  Vanrouver,  B.  C.) 


Plate  1 — Sandford  Fleming  at  age  18,  sailed 
from  Scotland  to  Canada  in  1845. 


The  eminent  Canadian,  whose  useful 
life  is  outlined  below,  was  the  late  Sir 
Sandford  Fleming.  As  Plates  2,  3  and  4 
show,  he  was  tall  and  attractive  as  a 
born  Ic  der  of  men.  He  was  gentle 
and  persuasive  of  «  eech  for  worthy 
causes:  but  firmly  dccermined  when  his 
mind  was  made  up  after  careful  thought. 

He  was  the  chief  engineer  who  con- 
structed Canada's  first  3,500  miles  of 
trans-continental  railways  from  Halifax 
to  Vancouver.  Great  as  was  that  con- 
structive work;  his  other  achievements 
were  greater,  as  later  recorded. 


Plate  2— Sir  Sandford  Fleming  at  age  81, 
great  Canadian  and  Empire  advocate. 


the 


He  was  born  in  1827  at  Kirkcaldy  in 
Scotland  where  he  went  to  school  with 
Andrew  Carnegie,  the  great  American. 
At  age  18  he  sailed  to  Canada  in  1845  as 
a  draughtsman  and  surveyor.  He  died 
in  1915  at  Halifax  aged  88,  after  70  years 
of  continual  constructive  work  for  the 
welfare  of  Canadians,  the  Empire  and  of 
humanity  at  large. 

Plates  1  and  2  bridge  the  70  years  of 
Sir  Sandford's  wonderful  life  of  service 
for  Canada  and  the  British  Empire  he  so 
admirably  served,  that  those  who  knew 
him  best,  isgarded  him  as  a  great 
Empire-builder. 


As  a  "canny  Scot,"  Sandfnrd  Fleming 
fi>rc-saw  impt-ndirnj  developments  in 
tanada.  In  1K44  (at  ajje  17)  he  read  the 
news  that  the  Imperial  Governnicnt  had 
nia<le  a  survey  fur  a  military  road  to  link 
N'ova  Scotia  and  New  Hrnnswiik  with 
rp])er  and  Lower  tanada  (like  the 
U.  S.  A.  and  Canadian  CommiMion  now 
propose  to  link  Alaska  to  the  United 
States),  instead  of  more  usefully  build- 
ing a  light  railway  to  permanently  and 
more  protitahly  develop  those  Provinces. 

Sandford  Fleming  knew  that  a  railway 
would  I.e  more  useful  and  less  costly  for 
Canadians  to  maintain,  especially  as  he 
had  learned  that  the  surveyors  intended 
to  encourage  the  Impiria!  Parliament 
to  either  guarantee  the  Interest  en.  or 
to  advance  the  sum  required  to  build  a 
railroad.  He  therefore  decided  in  1845 
to  sail  to  Halifax. 

Plates  2.  3  and  4  show  the  remarkable 
personality  of  Sir  Sandford  Fleming 
whose  height  of  more  than  6-feet  and 
maiil\,  well  proportioned  body,  natur- 
ally attracted  the  notice  of  people 
around.  His  kindly  manner  and  helpful 
efforts  encouraged  the  members  of  his 
stafT  and  the  authorities  with  whom  he 
came  in  contact;  as  proved  by  the  fact 
that  the  Imj)erial,  Dominion  and  Pro- 
vincial governments  unanimously  nom- 
inated him  as  their  selected  arbitrator 
to  decide  the  route  for  their  Inter- 
Colonial  Railvvay. 

From  1852  (age  25)  Sandford  Fleming 
exerted  a  pre-eminent  part  in  Canadian 
railway  development.  At  age  2S  he  was 
appointed  Chief  Engineer  for  tlu-  Nova 
Scotia  Railway  to  Truro  as  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  Inter-Colonial  Railway  he 
built  from  Halifax  to  opposite  (Juebec. 
After  successfully  opposing  the  poli- 
ticians who  wanted  to  have  it  built  in 
more  costly  short  sections  by  local  con- 
tractors, whose  prices  "by  tender"  were 
excessive;  he,  for  like  reasons,  resisted 
members  of  the  government  who  wanted 
bridges  to  be  first  built  of  wood,  instead 
of  iron,  as  he  knew  wood-bridges  would 
soon  have  to  be  replaced  by  iron  at  far 
greater  total  cost. 

In  what  was  then  known  as  the  "Battle 
of  the  Hridges,"  Sandford  Fleming  won 
outright  and  by  such  risks  of  "losing  his 
job"  he  saved  Canadians  from  excessive 
costs.  When  the  Canadian  Confedera- 
tion of  Provinces  became  effective  in 
1867,  he  was  at  age  40  appointed  the 
Canadian  Government's  Chief  Engineer. 
At  age  44,  Sandford  Fleming  was  ap- 
pointed Chief  Engineer  to  construct  the 
Canadian  Pacific  main-line  to  the  Pacific 


Coast.  That  gigantic  structure  was 
completed  in  about  half  the  years  the 
Dominion  government  li;id  expected; 
although  he  ha<l  rested  his  construction- 
Cangs  on  Sundays.  That  restful  consid- 
enition  is  typical  of  Sandford  Metning's 
kindly  regard  for  fho>e  who  worktd  for 
him. 

Plate  .?  shows  Sandford  F'leming  in 
the  prime  of  life  w  ith  his  oldest  son  and 
their  companions,  while  on  his  wav 
through  the  Rocky  Mountains  in  1872 
to  decide  upon  the  final  route  bv  which 
he  built  the  C.  P.  Railway  through  the 
Kicking  Horse  Pass  and  alongside  the 
I-'raser  River  to  Vancouver.  His  party 
were  the  first  "white-people"  to  cr<»»  the 
"Rockies  '  by  that  route,  as  told  in  Sir 
.Sandford's  book  "Old  to  New  West- 
minster," containing  details  we  have  not 
space  to  record. 

Plate  4  shows  the  late  l,or<l  Sfatli- 
cona  (then  Sir  Df)nald  .\.  Smitlii  "driv- 
ing the  last  spike"  to  hold  the  railway 
lines  together  when  completing  the  la.st 
section  of  the  C.  P.  R.  uniting  the  first 
through  travel  between  the  -Atlantic 
and  the  Pacific  Coasts.  The  stalwart 
man  in  the  centre  of  the  group,  wearing 
the  tall  hat  is  Sir  Sandford  Fleming, 
who  planned  and  built  that  admirablv 
constructed  railway,  which  called  forth 
the  highest  engineering  skill  and  his 
resourceful  energies. 

He  was  elected  a  i)irector  of  the 
C.  P.  R.  in  1883  and  continued  that  use- 
ful service  during  more  than  30-years. 
.After  retiring  from  his  strenuous  life 
as  Chief  Engineer,  he  devoted  his  powei- 
fu!  energies  to  such  deserving  causes  as 
the  following  which  derived  their  suc- 
cess from  his  ad\ ocacy  : — 

1.  He  originated  the  Canadian  Insti- 
tute and  helped  the  Royal  Society 
of  Canada. 

2.  In  1880  he  was  appointed  Chancel- 
lor of  Queen's  University,  Toronto, 
and  was  during  35-years  re-elected 
until  he  died  in  1915. 

3.  After  long  negotiations  he  per- 
suaded the  governments  of  Britain, 
Canad.i,  and  Australia  to  lav  the 
Pacific  Cable  in  1902. 

4.  From  1876  Sir  Sandford  took  a 
prominent  part  leading  to  the  adop- 
tion of  "Standard  Time"  that  has 
greatly  simplified  travel,  news  and 
other  communications  roughout 
the  World. 

He  htiped  many  other  worthy  causes. 

STANDARD  TIME  was  originated 
and  made  practicable  by  the  efforts  of 


Plate  i-~).  K.  Ross,  Dr.  Morcii,  Saiulford  Flfniin 
(son).  Tlif  first  overland  party  tlirouKli  the  pro|)( 


K  (standiiiK),  Geo.  .\r.  (Jrant.  I'rank  I-UnrnK 
sell  I  .  P.  R.  route  to  the  Pacific  Idast  in  1H72. 


Sandfonl  Fleiiiinj;  and  his  cunstruction 
of  the  C.  I'.  R.  Hefore  that  Railway  was 
built  anyone  tra\  elling  from  the  Atlantic 
♦-'  t!ie  Pacific  coast  had  to  go  over  five 
or  more  railroads.  If  from  New  'S'ork 
to  San  Francisco  the  most  used  route 
was  via  Chicago,  Omaha,  Denver  and 
Salt  Lake  Ci*_-.  Each  railroad  was  oper- 
ated on  the  central  daily  time  indicated 
l)y  the  Sun's  noon-shadow-timed  XII  in 
its  central  city,  which  might  diflfer  from 
the  time  used  on  adjoining  Init  di.  - 
ently  owned  n-ilways  to  the  East  and 
West,  by  any  range  between  35  and  'X) 
tninutes. 

In  New  York  city-time  and  si.\  dif- 
ferent Railroad  times  were  used.  In 
Chicago  there  were  seven  railroad-times 
differing  from  City  Time  by  13  to  more 
than  70  minutes.  Hut  as  the  C.  P.  R. 
had  to  operate  nearly  3,000  miles  while 
trains  travelled  westwards  with  the  Sun, 
and  a'^'o  eastwards  against  the  apparent 
Sun,  Sandford  Fleming  divided  the 
Earth's  Equatorial  circle  of  M)°  by  the 
24  hours  per  day,  to  derive  his  geo- 
graphic measure  of  15°  per  hour. 

That  caused  him  to  recommend  that 
the  C.  P.  R.  Divisional  stations  should  be 
located  15"  apart  to  enable  all  concerned 
to  simply  change  their  watches  one  hour 
as  they  travelled  East  or  West.  By 
using  the  map  of  Canada,  he  saw  that 


there  were  cmly  four  hours  difference 
between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Pacific 
Sun-times;  therefore  he  advised  that 
four  Time  Zones  should  sufifice.  That 
is  how  Canadians  derived  their  one 
hour  changes  between  Eastern,  Central, 
Mountain  and  the  Pacific  Times  now 
used,  not  only  for  railway  but  for  all 
timing  purposes. 

While  Sandford  Fleming  was  using 
such  changes  of  Time  during  the  vears 
he  was  constructing  the  C.  P.  R..  .Ameri- 
can Railroads  quickly  .saw  the  practical 
advantages  of  that  simpler  .system.  Their 
managers  ti  Mtually  agreed  to  time  their 
operations  imm  October,  1883,  by  hour- 
changing  zones.  That  caused  the  gov- 
erning authorities  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  the  State  capitols  to  favour  the  sim- 
plified time. 

That  .extending  use  encouraged  Sand- 
ford Fleming  to  pian  for  its  world-wide 
use  to  benefit  all  humanity.  .\s  more 
than  70  per  cent  of  the  world's  shijjping 
were  then  using  Greenwich-Time,  he 
tried  to  induce  the  British  authorities  to 
use  that  simpler  means  to  time  their 
voyages,  but  he  ccjuld  not  get  a  hearing. 
Finally  he  tried  through  the  Hritish 
Association,  which  after  4-years  of  effort 
agreed  to  allow  him  to  read  a  paper  on 
his  Standard  Meridian  method  at  their 
Meeting  in  Dublin. 
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'I'luy  tinird  his  paper  to  be  read  f)n 
the  Satiinlav  nu>riiin>{  wlitn  tho  Asso- 
i°iatiiiir<t  rxciirsions  took  int'tnlxTs  away, 
so  he  could  not  l)c  heard.  That  caused 
Satidford  Klrniinjf  to  appeal  to  the 
American  and  other  (;o\ ernnients.  Ili-i 
appe..l  enlisted  the  support  of  the  Amer- 
ican Railroads  and  the  Mureau  of  Stand- 
ards. The  Czar  of  Ku.ssia  and  the  Kinj; 
of  Italy  approved  his  one-hour  zones 
tif  chanjs'e  and  together  they  sent  invi- 
tations for  the  International  Conference 
to  l)e  held  in  Rome  to  try  to  estalilish 
world- wiile  use  of  the  hourly  change 
for  each  15  ni(i\ed  Kast  ami  West. 
Hut  unfortunately  (  lar  Alexander  was 
as.sassinated  before  the  date  arranged 
for  that  Conference. 

Conset|Hently  the  President  of  the 
L'nitil  States  invited  the  tiovernnients 
of  Nations  concerned  t)  a.ssenible  at 
Washington.  D.  C.  in  CJctober  1HH4 
when  I'rinie  Meridian  Time  was  agreed 
to  be  based  on  Greenwich  N'oon-time. — 
After  that  tucceas.  Queen  Victoria 
kniKhted  Sandford  Fleming  for  his  great 
efforts. 

The  Inited  States  and  Canadian 
leaders  had  won  the  Hritish  and  <  ther 
governments  over  to  accept  Sir  Sand- 
ford's  proposal  that  Greenwich-Time 
should  be  used,  (lie  was  on  the  Hritish 
Canadian  delegation.)  His  proposal  was 
carried  and  used  until  December  31st, 
1924.  when  the  basis  of  Time  was 
changed  by  the  astronomers  from  lead- 
ing Nations  agreeing  to  alter  the  Nauti- 
cal .Almanac's  time-basis  from  Noon  to 
Midnight,  from  January  Isl.  V)2S. 

That  change  became  acce|)table  to  all 
Nations,  as  nearly  all  their  calendars 
are  formed  on  the  basis  of  computations 
printed  in  their  Nautical  Almanacs  by 
the  united  eflForts  of  the  American. 
Hritish,  French,  German  and  Spanish 
Nautical  Almanac  offices. 

THE  PACIFIC  CABLE.  After 
"Standard  Time"  was  won.  Sir  Sand- 
ford's  energies  were  enthused  to  lead 
the  It.iperial,  Canadian  and  Australian 
governments,  as  joint  partners,  to  pro- 
vide the  cost  of  laying  and  operating 
the  Pacific  Cable  to  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  etc.,  to  encourage  mutual  in- 
terest between  all  parts  of  the  British 
Empire.— That  was  achieved  in  1902, 
after  23  years  of  strenuous  eflForts. 

ALL  RED  ROUTE.  While  that 
Empire  eflfort  was  being  matured,  Sir 
Sandford's  expanding  idea  led  him  to 
advocate  his  plan  to  extend  the  Cables 


svstem  to  thr  grealir  parts  of  the 
I'.mpire  as  a  gosernment  owned  system 
to  India,  .South  .Africa,  etc.  His  pur|Mise 
was  to  develop  I'.mpire-w  ide  safety  b) 
I'.mpire  governments  laying  deep  cables 
without  touching  shores  owned  by  for- 
eign .\'ation>.  Mis  plan  was  to  encircle 
the  Earth  by  I'.mpire  connecting  cables, 
so  that  in  the  event  of  War  resulting  in 
breaking  the  circuit  in  one  tlirection, 
contact  by  cable  ci.nid  be  maintained  by 
wire  round  the  opposite  direction. 

How  far  that  has  i  en  achieved  and  is 
now  helping  tbv  whole  I'.mpire,  only  the 
Imperial  and  Self-governing  Dominion 
authorities  know  during  this  World 
War  II.  Such  far-reaching  tlTects  can- 
not be  made  known  in  this  leallet.- 
Keaders  who  desire  fuller  knowledge  of 
the  noble  spirit  that  animated  Sir  Sand- 
ford's  uni(|ue  life's  work,  are  recpiested 
to  read  the  closing  two  |)aragra))hs  de- 
scribing his  ideals  in  his  own  words,  as 
(plowed  from  jmge  27H  c.f  his  liiography 
by  Laurence  J.  Hurpee. 

That  life -■•ncouraging  book  should  be 
read  by  every  youth  leaving  Canadian 
s>  ools.  i'areiits  who  can  atTord  to  buy 
it  will  find  it  a  \,ilued  source  of  examples 
to  follow  in  developing  successful  and 
happy  lives  lor  their  lamilv,  also  for  ilie 
pros|)erity  of  Canada,  the  Em|)ire  and 
all  humanity.  Those  who  cannot  buy  it 
may  ol.tain  it  from  the  nearest  library. 

Here  space  limits  prevent  the  inclu- 
sion of  more  than  four  typical  outlines 
serving  to  exemplify  his  character. 

(1)  Two  of  his  friend.s  had  a  differ- 
ence they  decided  to  submit  to  the  ruling 
of  the  '  ourt.  There  were  28  witnesses 
including  Sandford  Fleming,  who  was  a 
very  busy  man.  The  first  man  took  up 
the  whole  of  the  Court's  first  day.  .\s 
the  trial  seemed  likely  to  require  a 
month  of  the  Court's  valuable  time  and 
would  probably  destroy  friendships,  he 
called  that  night  on  both  litigants  sep- 
arately, ascertained  tb.  facts  and  then 
invited  both  of  them  to  come  to  his  room 
later  that  night  to  talk  the  (|uarrel  over. 

Having  carefully  refrained  from  let- 
ting either  of  them  know  that  the  other 
would  be  there;  he  arranged  with  them 
for  one  to  arrive  a  few  tninutes  before 
the  other.  —  When  the  other  friend 
called,  he  hid  the  first  one  behind  a  cur- 
tain, so  that  he  could  hear  the  real 
desire  of  the  second  friend  before  whom 
he  then  brought  forth  the  first.  Then 
having  heard  both  sides  he  drafted  a 
fair  settlement  which  won  the  approval 
of  both. 


Smultord  •  FUmim$ 


Hate  4-Sir  Donald  Smith  (later  Lord  Strathcona)  driviiiR  the  last  »i.ikc,   I8«5.   Nov.n.l.er  7 

compic  mg  the  (.     I     Railway  acro«»  Canada.    The  outstan<litiK  i.erM>„alit>:  i.i  the  centre    ft  he 

crow,    „  Sandford  Klcming.  the  Chief  Kngineer.  who  constructed  the  Kailwav   from  [',;,, 

l.oa»t  — Ihe  late  Sir  William  Van  Home  ii  the  stout  man  in  the  stjuare  howler  hat. 


to 


Next  morning  eacli  took  a  copy  of 
the  draft  to  hi.s  law.er.  both  of  whnm 
repudiated  it  as  unacceptal)Ie.  They 
wanted  the  case  to  he  fought  out  to  a 
finish,  even  if  that  required  a  month-long 
fight.  Sandford  Fleming  in  the  interests 
of  both  advised  both  friends  to  take  his 
draft  settlement  to  the  Court  and  ask 
the  Judge  to  advise  what  should  be  done. 
The  Judge  cordially  urged  them  to 
accept  it  and  gave  his  approval.  That 
dismayed  the  lawyers;  but  the  two  liti- 
gants joined  hands  while  Sandford 
Fleming  went  to  the  station  to  travel 
home.  While  waiting  for  the  train  their 
messenger  brought  him  an  envelope 
containing  a  handsome  cheque,  with 
cordial  thanks  for  the  helpful  service  he 
had  given  them,  without  any  desire  for 
that  reward.— If  that  spirit'  could  per- 
meate the  actions  of  leading  state-  men 
(many  of  whom  live  noble  lives)  when 
quarrels  arise  or  rather  before  they  be- 
come intense  and  lead  to  wars,  wh-**  an 
incalculable  loss  of  lives,  devast  ing 
misery  and  destruction  could  b.  pre- 
vented and  turned  to  help  all  humanity. 

(2)  Is  typical  of  his  ever  extended 
patience  and  skill  in  dealing  with  the 
self-centred  designs  of  governmental 
authorities  in  all  Nations.  This  example 
resulted  from  his  well-directed  efforts 
to  encourage  the  British,  Canadian  and 


Australian  governments  to  unite  by 
partnership  to  provide  and  lay  the 
Pacific  Cable  from  Canada  to  .Australia, 
as  the  sec-)nd  link  in  his  enil>r>u  chain 
of  the  Fmpire's  cables  aroi.-id  tlie  world. 

THE  PACIFIC  CABLE.  The  great 
success  of  the  first  and  second  .Atlantic 
Cables  laid  by  British  authorities  to 
New  York  (in' 1858  and  18^)7),  enlisted 
the  inti  rest  of  Sandford  Fleming.  His 
extension  of  the  telegra|)h  from  Halifax 
to  Vancouver  Island  on  the  Pacific  had 
spread  daily  news  more  than  half  way 
to  Australia.  He  knew  the  ^Tactical 
advantages  that  would  result  from  the 
use  of  his  proposed  Pacific  Cable,  and 
was  surprised  by  finding  his  efforts  were 
being  thwarted  by  Hiitish  gove.nment 
authorities;  but  he  never  resentcu  such 
opposition.  He  went  to  England  to 
ascertain  its  cause. 

He  located  tne  self  interest  of  the 
eastwards  Cable  companies  who  had 
great  business  in  India  and  had  profited 
by  the  increasing  cabled  news  and  busi- 
ness use  of  their  extension  to  Australia. 
I  •  traced  their  influence  on  the  Colonial 
i.id  Foreign  C^res  directing  the  British 
government's  dealings  with  Australia, 
Canada  and  the  United  States.  The 
following  is  a  brief  summary  of  Sand- 
ford Fleming's  23  years  of  continuous 
eflfort  to  bring  the  Pacific  Cable  into  use. 


Ill  \H7'i  lif  wr<iii'  tin  Su|iprintrn(trnt 
III'  (  aiiaila'-<  r('lct(ra|ili  Srrvicr  that  a' 
the  leriiiimiH  <>(  tllr  ('.  I'.  K.  vvniild  Ih- 
(Ifiiiliil  that  )rar,  it  wa«  advitadir  lo 
liavr  a  I'arilu-  t  alilf  llr  littlr  knrw 
Mw  lunj;  anil  inihill  s|rin{({l«>  hv  had  to 
fair  ai;aiii>t  tn  i  ifiidmi-.  mhU.  Snndfiird 
hU'ininif  had  firit  tn  nvrn-omr  thr  in- 
iTtia  iif  the  Au.stratiaii.  (.'anndinn  atul 
Nfvv  Zt-aland  pfoplf  thiii  intent  U|i(in 
luial  d«-\«lo|iincnt.s  Mr  ovcrcatnc  their 
sell  irn  I  red  inlere>t>t  hy  lultivatinjf  and 
< ihiiatint'  their  leader'*  through  eontactx 
made  diirinif  iiiDre  than  2<)  vearH. 

Mi^  lecond  and  nxire  ditiiriilt  tank  wa.o 
to  liridd^e  over  the  "masttrljr  inactivity  of 
th*.  Britiih  Oovsrnmtnt,"  which  he  did 
a>  later  shown.  His  third  task  was  to 
master  the  aitive,  resourceful  and  pow- 
erful o|i|Mi>iu(iii  of  the  wealthy  ICastern 
cal)le  companies  who  held  the  tnono]Hjlv 
of  Uritish  Lal>le-hel|)e<l  hus'i'ess  with 
Australia,  etc.  They  disliked  the  pros- 
iKit  of  losing  it  through  the  less  costly 
Pacific  Cahle  proposed  as  a  partnership 
of  (iovernnients. 

Sandford  I'Meniinp's  view)M>int  was 
that  the  I'acitic  Calile  extensi(»n  was  "A 
(juestion  of  Imperial  importance."  Me 
was  a  practical  idealist  of  holu  and  broad 
ideals.  He  also  had  the  capacity  and 
experience  to  work  out  recpiircd  details, 
and  to  ai»ply  his  jfenius  to  select  and 
negotiate  at  opportune  times. 

His  very  carefully  worked  out  esti- 
mates of  Cable  costs,  revenue  and  oper- 
ating expenses  could  not  be  refuted  by 
opponents  employed  by  the  cable  busi- 
ness \yho  alleged  the  I'acitic  Cable  would 
be  a  financial  failure. 

His  ever  i)atient  tenacity  of  purpose 
was  proved  by  the  means  he  used  to 
overcome  difficulties  raised  by  Hritish 
authorities.  They  pressed  the  need  for 
a  Survey  of  the  proposed  route.  They 
delayed  action  by  stating  they  could  not 
spare  a  ship.  He  found  a  Canadian  ship 
available.  They  next  pleaded  they 
could  not  get  the  money  to  pay  for  the 
Survey.  He  countered  by  ofTering  to 
pay  half  the  cost  and  later  found  that 
Cable-contractor's  estimates  proved  that 
a  survey  was  not  needed. — They  could 
not  find  a  mid-way  island  for  the  central 
exchange;  he  found  one  for  them  and 
paid  the  expenses  for  a  Hritish  officer 
to  go  there. 

In  1894  he  got  the  Canadian  Govern- 
ment to  assemble  delegates  from  the 
colonies  concerned  and  to  invite  tenders 
for  laying  the  cable.  That  proved  the 
project  to  be  practical  and  so  far  over- 
came  British  opposition  that  the  pro- 


jMised  (able  was  placeil  on  tl.  \genda 
fi.r  the  jubilee  (  oiifereno-  in  \tVl7.  whin 
the  project  was  delayed  1  ^  the  iiitluriici 
of  tinaiuiers  interested  in  f  istern  t'abli- 
Coinpatiies. 

'Ihat  canard  .Sir  Samlford  l'"leii)ing  in 
ad«lres,»  a  Mgorous  protest  to  Sir  Wilfrid 
l.nurier.  then  Prime  Minister  of  Canada, 
setting  forth  the  importance  of  the  Ca'le 
and  emphasizing  that  the  Hritish  (iov 
eminent  had  not  res|H(nded  to  the  pro 
|Mi»als  of  C'anad.i  Aii-'talia  and  New 
Zealand,  a-id  was  retarding  Imperial 
expansion,  crippling  l-'.inpire  commerce, 
etc.,  in  the  interests  of  rich  iiMHiopolists. 

'Ihe  publication  of  Sir  Sandiord's  let 
tcr  produce<l  a  storm  of  protest  through 
out  the  Kmpire.     It  can  ed  the  Cable  to 
be  laid  and  made  available  for  use  on 
October  31  St,  VK)2. 

(3)  The     ALL -RED     LINE     o^ 

CABLES  was  evolved  in  Sir  Sandford's 
expanding  mind  long  before  the  triumph 
of  the  Pacific  Cable.  His  ICmpire  safe- 
guarding plan  for  a  continutnis  system  of 
cables  and  land  telegraphs,  entirely 
within  I'.mpire  control,  was  so  far-seeing 
that  wc  now  only  begin  to  sec  the  im- 
portance of  cheaper  world-wide  tele- 
graph service  his  work  made  available. 
A  simple  summary  of  his  efforts  would 
fill  pages.  They  suggest  the  zeal  of 
St.  Paul.  Without  desire  for  any  gain 
he  visited  five  continents  at  his  own 
expense  in  money,  time  and  service, 
hoping  that  all  in  the  Kmpire  and 
humanity  would  be  made  permanently 
happier  by  such  eflforts  and  examples. 

In  1907  Earl  Grey,  then  Governor- 
General  of  Canada,  publicK  recorded  : — 
"For  upwards  of  25  y<  .,  Sir  Sand- 
"ford  Fleming  has  dev  ited  his  ener- 
"gies  to  securing  ("or  Great  and  Greater 
"Britain  the  advantages  of  cheapened 
"telegraph  service  .  .  .  ungrudgingly 
"and  without  stint  ...  in  the  realiza- 
"ticn  of  hopes  ...  not  far  oflF." 

Although  Sir  Sandford  continued  his 
eflforts  to  age  88,  urging  the  importance 
of  laying  Em;-ire-cables  under  deep  seas, 
».  innect-  til  larger  colonies,  to  encour- 
age mutual  respect  and  unity  of  pur- 
pose; he  died  in  1915  before  his  plans 
were  matured  to  success.  He  had  spent 
40  years  in  patient  but  earnest  advocacv 
for  the  "All-Red  Line"  he  did  not  see 
completed  because  Hritish  conservatism 
was  in  such  deep  ruts  that  it  could  not 
be  lifted  up  to  find  the  way  out. 

On  completion  of  the  Pacific  Cable  in 
1902,  Sir  Sawdford  sent  two  cabled  mes- 


»aK;r«  to  prove  the  prartiral  u»t  of  the 
wdrlilrminliriK:  lclrj{rnph  hv  clr^iKited. 
Th«  Ant  rtad  (  on^fraliilatiiin!*  fullow 
■'thf  Sun  i.iind  the  jflohc  iniii.iiin^  new 
"•Til  i.f  fri(    I  iiitiriotir-.f  atiil  chrap  trlr- 

"Kraph  M-rvirr  tHroiiKhi.iit  ihr  Kinpirc." 
Th«  ■•cond  rtad  •Rirrisf  i{l.ih«-  en- 
"ciriliiiy;   mr><>.aKc    via    I'liiKland.   Smith 

Africa,  .\ii>tralia  and  I'aiiCic  Cable. 
"iDiiKratiilatiiiK  (.  anada  and  ihi-  Knipirt- 
■iin  ti>m|>letin({  first  ugment  Stale  cnn- 

trolled  clfitric  ffirilli-,  the  harl>inj{rr  of 
"incalculalilf  ndvantaKcs,  national  an<l 
••>rcneral."  Itnth  laliU's  were  adtlresned 
fii  the  (iin,rnor<;cnoral  of  C  anada:  tha 
firat  KoinK'  liastward;  tha  aacond  West- 
ward*, to  i|.  tnonstrate  that  if  an  enetny 
lUt  or  •tapped  a  lahle  cither  way;  the 

other    route    lould    (f«"l    the    ines«*aKe 

through." 

In  an  interview  on  that  first  seKnient"s 
use.  he  said  "It  is  the  initial  «eition  of 
"a  far  Kreater  project"  .  .  .  "as  a  >{reat 

Imperial  undertakint:  conunenced"  ,  .  . 

A  careful  study  will  satisfy  anv  iniP 
"that  the  Pacific  lahle  is  the  only  p< 

sihle  key  to  an  Imperial  po^taf  cahle 
'.service  thrniiijhout  Hriti>h  possessions" 

.  .  "Kvery  Uritish  Go. eminent  should 
consider  '  .  .  .  "a  postal  telegraph  ser- 

'vice  to  the  whole  lunpire "  .  .  .  "Time 

"will  elapse  before  such  fjreat  objects 
will  be  realized"  .  .  .  "They  are  a  neces- 
sary means  to  build  up  the  new  I'.mpire 

'.  .    and  arc  indis).ensablc  to  its  life  and 

"unity." 

Thfise  e-xcerpts  may  serve  to  unfold, 
in  part,  the  great  Imperial  ideals  the 
fertile  mind  of  Sir  Sandford  was  ex- 
pandinK  during  his  70  years  of  useful 
life  in  Canada.  Lack  of  space  and  time 
prevent  further  details.  Therefore  these 
tew  further  records  must  suffice. 


(4)  THE  PRACTICAL  CHRIS- 
TIAN. In  Social  Service  among  those 
around  him.  Sir  Sandford  Fleming  was 
eminently  successful.  That  may  he 
partly  visualized  by  considering  his 
social  impress  on  the  cosmopolitan  army 
of  workers  he  directed  while  building 
the  2.900  miles  of  track  for  the  C.  P.  R. 
from  Montreal  to  Vancouver.  He 
always  rested  the  men  on  Sunday 
and  encouraged  them  to  worship  their 
Creator  in  no  narrow  spirit.  Although 
schooled  as  a  Scotch  Presbyterian,  he 
cultivated  fellowship  with'  Baptists. 
Catholics.  Church  of  England.  Method- 
ists. Buddhists.  Confuaians,  Hindoos. 
Mohammedans,  and  others  among  his 
men  and  those  he  met  during  world- 


wid*"  >  rl.       He    learned    something 

IC"    •  most  oi  them 

Seeing  how  impeded  hi-  nun  \Nere  on 
Sumlays  by  religlntl^  dilTerences  t.iiii;lii 
them  in  their  childliood,  he  a<-ettible<l 
a  conference  of  llapti-.t.  t  atholic,  I'.ng 
lish  Church,  .Meth"di«t.  l're-.bMir!.iii 
etc,  leaders  to  I'ltid  out  what  Iimiiiw. 
prayers,  psalms,  etc  ,  the\  could  agree 
upon  to  mutually  Use.  without  an>  paid 
chaplain  ,  ,  minister  Those  he  carefullj 
<•'  "111  upon  the  adwce  of  the  colle.  mvV 
le.Klcrs  and  oriental  advi-er-  who  im.ler- 
s'ood  the  I'Inglish  language. 

The    resulting'    recomuieiidatioii-     In 
pa.d  the  o.st  of  ,    inting,  with  |()  alter 
native  opening  sentences.  Id  praver-  of 
invocation.  10  <  f  confession,  lOof  >uppli 
cation.  10 of  intercession,  ami  lOalteriia 
tive     Coil  'iding     Prayer*.       He     also 
printed   .i    liurial    Sen  ice.   selecte<l    14S 
itible   readings.  4."!    Psalms,   _»()  hvmus 
with    special    |>ra_\ers.   etc.,    for    Sailors 
Settlers.   Farmers,   Miners,  ami   others 
so  that  am   passing  or  nearby  str.inger 
could  join  in  the  service.     That  book  of 
"Social  Service"  was  provided  freely  to 
all  and  led  to  such  mutual  good-will  and 
helpful  fellowship  thai  the  through-line 
.to  \'ancouver  was  constructed  in  about 
half  the  numb.-r  of  years  politicians  bad 
suggested  would  be  reipiired.    The  sub 
C(mtractors  and  men  so  highlv  esteemed 
the  C.  P.  K.  Chief  ICngineer's  abilitv  and 
consideration    for    their    welfan.' that 
they  gave  him  their  utmost  energies,  as 
also  did   his   staff  of  asistants.    Thev 
collectively  were  enthused  by  Sandforil 
Fleming's  zeal  for  the  hercull       |)roject 
he  had  been  advocating  sin*      i  <71.  to 
open  up  Western  Canada  an       onncct 
the  Kastern  Provinces  with  tue  Pacific 
Coast  he  had  visited  in  1872  as  shown 
by    Plate    3.— Then    the    proposeil    line 
through  the  Rocky  Mountains  was  crn- 
-sidered  as  a  joke'  and   utterly   imprac- 
ticable until  Sandford  Fleming,  the  in- 
vincible advocate,  proved   tliem   wrong 
by  his  report  to  the  Canadian  f;o\ern- 
ment. 

In  1871  he  had  been  appointed  Chief 
Fngineer  for  the  projected  C.  P.  Rail- 
way that  imtil  1880  "as  being  con- 
structed as  a  CJoveri'ment  railwav.  like 
the  Inter-Colonial  line  from  Halifax.  In 
1880  he  resigned  and  the  project  was 
handed  over  to  form  a  jjrivate  company. 
In  1883,  after  he  had  severed  his  con- 
nection with  the  rail— ay,  he  at  his  own 
expense  again  cros  ^d  to  the  PaciTic 
Ocean,  but  this  time  through  the  Kick- 
ing Horse  Pass.  While  on  the  West 
Coast    he    encouraged    Eastward    con- 


struction  of  the  railway  along  the  north 
side  of  the  Fraser  river,  until  it  met 
Sandford  Fleming's  progressing  con- 
struction from  the  East,  in  the  Eagle 
Pass  at  Craigellachie  as  shown  on 
Plate  4. 

The  crowd  of  workers  there  seen 
around  Sandford  Fleming's  outstanding 
person  were  his  loyal  helpers.  They 
knew  and  admired  his  every  contact  with 
them,  especially  during  their  restful 
Sundays,  which  were  contrasted  by 
those  workers  who  had  been  used  to  the 
ceaseless  drive  of  contractors  who  had 
constructed  American  railroads  through 
the  North  West. 

The  space  available  does  not  admit 
of  more  than  mere  mention  of  Sir  Sand- 
ford's  other  more  than  80  efforts  towards 
building  up  Canada,  the  Empire  and  the 
welfare  of  all  humanity,  as  listed  on 
pages  279  to  284  of  Laurence  J.  Burpee's 
biography  of  Sir  Sandford  Fleming's 
biography,  as  the  Empire-builder. 


Plate   5— Sir   Sandford   Fleming,   Chancellor 

of  Queen's  University,  Toronto,  continuously 

re-elected  during  35  years. 

Plate  5  shows  him  as  the  Chancellor 
of  Queen's  University,  Toronto,  from 
1880  to  1915.  During  those  35  years  he 
was  continuously  re-elected  until  he 
passed  to  the  great  beyond,  honoured 
by  all  who  had  the  privilege  of  knowing 
him  and  his  unique  life's  work,  for  which 
he  was  knighted  in  1897. 

He  was  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  Canada,  the  Royal  Geographic  So- 
ciety, the  Geological  Society  and  a 
member  of  many  scientific  Societies. 

In  conclusion  these  two  clauses  are 
recorded  as  showing  the  summing-up 
of  his  life's  work  and  his  philosophy : — 


"I  have  often  thought  how  grateful  1 
"am  for  my  birth  into  this  marvellous 
"world,  and  how  anxious  I  have  always 
"been  to  justify  it.  I  have  dreamed  my 
"little  dreams.  I  have  planned  my  little 
"plans,  and  begrudged  no  effort  to  bring 
"about  what  I  regarded  as  desirable  re- 
"sults.  I  have  always  felt  that  the 
"humblest  among  us  has  it  in  his  power 
"to  do  something  for  his  country  by 
"doing  his  duty,  and  that  there  is  no 
"better  inheritance  to  leave  his  children 
"than  the  knowledge  that  he  has  done 
"so  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability. 

"It  has  been  my  great  good  fortune  to 
"have  had  my  lot  cast  in  this  goodly  land, 
"and  to  have  been  associated  with  its 
"educational  and  material  prosperity. 
"Nobody  can  deprive  me  of  the  satis- 
"faction  I  feel  in  having  had  the  oppor- 
"tunity  and  the  will  to  strive  for  the 
"advancement  of  Canada  and  the  good 
"of  the  Empire.  I  am  profoundly  thank- 
"ful  for  length  of  days,  happy  years,  for 
"friendships  formed,  and  especially  for 

I  "the  memory  of  those  dear  souls  who 
"have  enriched  my  life  while  they  re- 
"mained  on  this  side." 

Canada  has  produced  so  many  great 
men  that  differences  of  opinion  may 
arise  among  readers  according  to  their 
early  training.  But  above  all  in  my 
more  than  30  years  of  Canadian  life,  Sir 
Sandford  Fleming  looms  as  the  greatest 
and  noblest  of  the  many  I  have  been 
privileged  to  meet. 

The  last  time  I  met  Sir  Sandford  was 
at  his  Ottawa  residence  in  1908  on  the 
day  that  Mr.  Mackenzie  King  (now 
Premier)  returned  from  the  United 
States  to  Canada.  Sir  Sandford  invited 
us  to  lunch  with  him.  I  arrived  early. 
While  speaking  of  the  "All-Red  Route" 
for  cables  he  said  that  "as  the  spinal 
"cord  was  vital  to  maintain  our  bodies, 
"so  the  linking  Empire  Cables  would 
"prove  to  be  the  cerebro-spinal  axis  of 
"our  Empire's  existence." — The  truth  of 
his  forecast  has  since  been  proved  under 
the  stress  of  two  World  Wars. — He  was 
the  great  Canadian  Empire-builder  and 
helper  for  all  humanity,  by  originating 
"Standard  Time"  as  outlined  in  my  next 
article  on  Constructive  Realities. 

When  readers  see  daily  times  on 
clocks  and  watches;  when  they  tune  in 
or  hear  radio  news,  etc.,  they  should 
remember  that  those  world-wide  facili- 
ties were  won  for  humanity,  through  the 
advocacy  and  energies  of  that  greatest 
of  Canadians — Sir  Sandford  Fleming. 
Moses  B.  CotsKorth. 


